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follows . 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Kindly cancel claims 7, 8, 10, 21 and 22 without 
prejudice . 

Kindly amend claims 1, 9, 15, 24, 27, 30 and 33 so 
that they read as follows. A marked-up version of the 
amended claims is attached as an Appendix hereto. 

1. (Amended) A method for electronic advertising by an 
advertiser among a plurality of advertisers, comprising: 

receiving a respective alias from among a plurality 
of different aliases provided by a merchant to represent 



page per fee basis at a predetermined price, such that 
all of the plurality of aliases represent the same 
network address, and each of the plurality of aliases is 
assigned by the merchant to correspond specifically to a 
respective one of the plurality of advertisers; 

--posting ~ an" "a"dvert~i semen t ' of f eri~ng~ th~e~ i'tem' "to " the 
buyer for purchase via a network link represented in the 
advertisement by the respective alias, which conceals the 
network address from the buyer; 

receiving an invocation of the link from the buyer; 
responsive to the invocation, transmitting an order 
to the merchant for supply of the item to the buyer in 
exchange for payment of the price by the buyer, the order 
comprising a message including the respective alias; 

conveying the item, responsive to the order, from 
the merchant to the buyer; and 

receiving a predefined portion of the price paid by 
the buyer in consideration for posting the advertisement. 




of an item offered by the merchant on a 
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9. (Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein 
transmitting the order comprises passing the alias in a 
coded form. 



15. (Amended) A method for electronic commerce by a 
merchant , comprising : 

offering an item for purchase by a buyer on a page 
per fee basis at a predetermined price via a network 
link; 

assigning a respective alias to each of a plurality 
of different advertisers, from among a plurality of 
different aliases provided by the merchant to represent a 
network address of the item, such that all of the 
plurality of aliases represent the same network address, 
and each of the plurality of aliases is assigned to 
correspond specifically to a respective one of the 
plurality of advertisers; 

defining terms for advertising, in accordance with 

,whic.h_ _each_of the. .adver-t-isers -posts- -an- advert i-sement^ -for — 

the item, the advertisement containing the alias, which 
serves as a reference to the network link while 
concealing the network link from the buyer; 

receiving from an advertiser among the plurality of 
different advertisers an order for supply of the item to 
the buyer responsive to invocation of the link in the 
advertisement by the buyer, the order comprising a 
message including the respective alias; 

conveying the item, responsive to the order, via the 
advertiser to the buyer; and 

receiving payment from the buyer for the item, while 
a predefined portion of the price is paid to the 
advertiser in consideration for posting the 
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advertisement, in accordance with the terms of 
advertising . 

24. (Amended) Apparatus for electronic advertising by an 
advertiser among a plurality of advertisers, comprising 

_an adve^rtising processor,.. _which is adapted _to receive a 
respective alias from among a plurality of different 
aliases provided by a merchant to represent a network 
address of an item offered by the merchant on a page per 
fee basis at a predetermined price, such that all of the 
plurality of aliases represent the same network address, 
and each of the plurality of aliases is assigned by the 
merchant to correspond specifically to a respective one 
of the plurality of advertisers, and to post an 
advertisement offering the item to the buyer for 
purchase via a network link to a network address 
represented in the advertisement by the respective alias, 
which conceals the network address from the buyer, and 
responsive to receiving an invocation of the link by the 
buyer, to transmit an order to the merchant for supply of 

— t-he- -item- -to- the- -buyer — i-n — exchange - for- -payment of — the^ - 
price by the buyer, the order comprising a message 
including the respective alias, to convey the item, 
responsive to the order, from the merchant to the buyer, 
and to receive a predefined portion of the price paid by 
the buyer in consideration for posting the advertisement. 

27. (Amended) Apparatus for electronic commerce for use 
by a merchant, comprising a merchant processor, which is 
adapted to offer an item for purchase by a buyer on a 
page per fee basis at a predetermined price via a network 
link, and to assign a respective alias to each of a 
plurality of different advertisers, from among a 
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plurality of different aliases provided by the merchant 
to represent a network address of the item, such that all 
of the plurality of aliases represent the same network 
address, and each of the plurality of aliases is assigned 
to correspond specifically to a respective one of the 
plural^ity qf_ advertisers, _ with_ defined. . .terms. - for 
advertising the item in accordance with which each of the 
advertisers posts an advertisement for the item, the 
advertisement containing the alias, which serves as a 
reference to the network link while concealing the 
network link from the buyer, 

the processor being further adapted to convey the 
item via an advertiser among the plurality of different 
advertisers to the buyer in response to an order received 
from the advertiser for supply of the item to the buyer 
responsive to invocation of the link in the advertisement 
by the buyer, the order comprising a message including 
the respective alias of the advertiser, and to receive 
payment from the buyer for the item, while a predefined 
portion of the price is paid to the advertiser in 

cons iderat.ion for- post-ing the adver^t-i-sement , in- 

accordance with the terms of advertising. 

30. (Amended) A computer software product for electronic 
advertising by an advertiser among a plurality of 
advertisers, the product comprising a computer-readable 
medium in which program instructions are stored, which 
instructions, when read by a computer, cause - to computer 
to receive a respective alias from among a plurality of 
different aliases provided by a merchant to represent a 
network address of an item offered by the merchant on a 
page per fee basis at a predetermined price, such that 
all of the plurality of aliases represent the same 
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network address, and each of the plurality of aliases is 
assigned by the merchant to correspond specifically to a 
respective one of the plurality of advertisers, and to 
post an advertisement offering the item to the buyer for 
purchase via a network link to a network address 
represented in the advertjL semen t by the respect ive . alias 
which conceals the network address from the buyer, and 
responsive to receiving an invocation of the link from 
the buyer, to transmit an order to the merchant for 
supply of the item to the buyer in exchange for payment 
of the price by the buyer, the order comprising a message 
including the respective alias, to convey the item, 
responsive to the order, from the merchant to the buyer, 
and to receive a predefined portion of the price paid by 
the buyer in consideration for posting the advertisement. 

33 . (Amended) A computer software product for electronic 
commerce for use by a merchant, the product comprising a 
computer-readable medium in which program instructions 
are stored, which instructions, when read by a computer, 
_c^use_ jto_ c^mpjater, _t.o_ _of f er_ ^an— item— for --purchase- by- -a- 
buyer on a page per fee basis at a predetermined price 
via a network link, and to assign a respective alias to 
each of a plurality of different advertisers, from among 
a plurality of different aliases provided by the merchant 
to represent a network address of the item, such that all 
of the plurality of aliases represent the same network 
address, and each of the plurality of aliases is assigned 
to correspond specifically to a respective one of the 
plurality of advertisers, with defined terms for 
advertising the item in accordance with which each of the 
advertisers posts an advertisement for the item, the 
advertisement containing the alias, which serves as a 



6 



